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The Nurdle Bill will:

Establish “zero discharge” and “zero release” standards for stormwater and wastewater discharges from plastics plants, replac ing

the vague “trace amounts” and “essentially zero” language in existing discharge permits that is difficult to measure and enforce.

Address water and land-based pollution consisting not just of nurdles, but also plastic flakes, fibers, powders and powdered coloring.

Require facilities that manufacture, handle or transport preproduction plastics to apply for a more comprehensive individual 

stormwater permit instead of the Multi-Sector General Permit. (Sector Y for plastics manufacturing facilities in the Multi-Sector 

General Permit requires only minimal best management practices and monitoring only for zinc in stormwater discharges). 

Require: 

1) Containment systems with a capacity to handle the peak flow from a 5-

year, 24-hour storm at all storm drain discharge locations in a facility to 

capture floating and sinking plastics;

2) Sealed containers, capture devices and vacuum systems at loading and 

unloading locations in a facility; 

3) Good housekeeping and spill prevention procedures;

4) A maintenance program to ensure that all best management practices 

are kept in working order; 

5) A source control and inspection program for all transport of plastics off 

site; and 

6) An employee training program.



The Nurdle Bill will (Continued):

Require monthly monitoring outside the property line of a facility and stormwater monitoring within 8 hours of a rainfall event. If a 

discharge or release is observed, the company must report it to TCEQ within 2 working days. Reporting must include photos with a GPS 

location and an estimated count of the plastics.

Establish that any exceedance of the zero discharge and zero release standards are a violation of the permit and that the fac ility 

owner/operator must clean the discharge/release up in a manner that cleans up the most plastics possible without causing harm to

the ecosystem.

Create a new procedure for qualifying for a Conditional No Exposure Exclusion: If a facility owner/operator claims that they have no 

chemicals, contaminated equipment or preproduction plastics that are exposed to rainfall, and that they wish to be exempt from a

stormwater permit, TCEQ must inspect the site for verification before granting the exclusion.
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