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What killed this baby Albatross?





What is Marine Debris? 

Marine debris is typically defined as any man-made object 
discarded, disposed of, or abandoned that enters the coastal or 
marine environment. It may enter directly from a ship, or 
indirectly when washed out to sea via rivers, streams and storm 
drains.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1077325/The-plastic-waste-British-
seas-brink-ecological-disaster.html

http://www.watercache.com/blog/2013/03/austin-plastic-bag-
ban-and-connection-to-water/

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1077325/The-plastic-waste-British-seas-brink-ecological-disaster.html
http://www.watercache.com/blog/2013/03/austin-plastic-bag-ban-and-connection-to-water/


Types of Marine Debris

• Plastic

• Glass

• Metal

• Styrofoam

• Rubber

• Derelict Fishing 
Gear

• Derelict Vessels





Where does the trash come from?

• Ocean-based Sources:
– Fishing Vessels
– Stationary Platforms
– Cargo Ships and Other 

Vessels

• Land-based Sources
– Littering, Dumping, & 

Poor Waste 
Management Practices

– Storm Water 
Discharges

– Extreme Natural 
Weather Events



Where does the 
trash come from in 

the GOM?



North Pacific Garbage Patch



Garbage Patches Around the World

• Myth: Large 
piece of debris 
floating around

• Fact: millions of 
pieces of “micro 
plastics”



IMPACTS OF MARINE DEBRIS
Marine debris does more then you may think… 



IMPACT: Eyesore



IMPACT: Habitat Damage

jonbowermaster.com

http://jonbowermaster.com/blog/tag/beach-trash/


IMPACT: Habitat Damage



IMPACT: Wildlife Entanglement

Photo courtesy of Wayne Hartley, Save the Manatee Club



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HR0l560Rn9YLPM&tbnid=5bC9oHAgZdVM5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://celebrating200years.noaa.gov/magazine/debris/&ei=iIVDUqelHoia8wTtpIC4Aw&bvm=bv.53217764,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEjJRypgF3QPwZpitGlbEdD9vh8Qg&ust=1380243200091564
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HR0l560Rn9YLPM&tbnid=5bC9oHAgZdVM5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://celebrating200years.noaa.gov/magazine/debris/&ei=iIVDUqelHoia8wTtpIC4Aw&bvm=bv.53217764,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEjJRypgF3QPwZpitGlbEdD9vh8Qg&ust=1380243200091564




IMPACT: Ingestion

http://changingthetides.blogspot.com/

Image: Victoria Gonzales Carman

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=N1oDOZOZ3-55FM&tbnid=MMtrX5OBQ6uKvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://changingthetides.blogspot.com/&ei=poxDUvbYKoO68ATz34GwCA&bvm=bv.53217764,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNH46TFr79AS9sFgQOrq1KzYbcH_yA&ust=1380244940897374
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=N1oDOZOZ3-55FM&tbnid=MMtrX5OBQ6uKvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://changingthetides.blogspot.com/&ei=poxDUvbYKoO68ATz34GwCA&bvm=bv.53217764,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNH46TFr79AS9sFgQOrq1KzYbcH_yA&ust=1380244940897374


Stomach Contents of a Leatherback

Photo by P. Richardson

http://www.ecologyproject.org/programs/costa-rica/

http://www.ecologyproject.org/programs/costa-rica/


IMPACT: Vessel Damage/Navigational

Image courtesy of KatDoc’s World



IMPACT: Ghostfishing

A trap pulled from Corpus
Christ Bay contained

9 Sheepshead
7 Gulf toadfish

6 Mangrove snapper
4 Black drum

3 Atlantic spadefish

41 Different species known to get caught in traps



IMPACT: Human Health and Safety

http://blog.dripswater.com/the-global-marine-debris-problem-and-indonesia/

http://blog.dripswater.com/the-global-marine-debris-problem-and-indonesia/


IMPACT: Human Health and Safety



BEACH CLEAN UP



Be Careful!!




